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4160 Market Street #10 (corner of Market & Donlon, just one block past the DMV)  
 
 Free Hot Dogs and Sodas Stop by on Saturday or Sunday and Check us out!   
 
 Our adoption center will also be open with lots of adorable adoptable cats and kittens.  
Need a gift for a White Elephant Exchange for work?  We have lots of “white elephants” 
in stock! 
 

 If you are thinking about doing a yard sale, we can save you lots of work and time. 
Donate your items to Cats Cradle Rescue, and get a warm feeling in your heart and a 
tax deduction!   

 

 Please contact us if you can help. (Volunteer opportunities are also available for staffing 
the center and adoptions out during the week or on weekends for a few hours, or as a 
foster for our rescued cats or kittens). 
 

To leave a message for callback   (805) 485-8811 
 
Phyllis Berger   (805) 649-6913    Debra Polk       (805) 218-9445 
  

Holiday 
2009 



Dear Reader, 
 
We know there are a lot of causes competing 
during the holiday season for your charitable 
attention.  It might seem to you that while saving 
homeless cats & kittens is a good activity, it does 
not directly benefit other people.  Maybe you 
wonder if your gift this year could be more 
effective helping those who lost so much as a 
result of the recent economic turmoil.  But I want 
to ask you to stop for just a minute and consider 
another need.  This one is right in your own 
neighborhood.  It is next door, down the street, or 
where you work or dine.   
 
Cats Cradle Rescue volunteers receive calls 
asking for help every day.  We get the call from 
the older gentleman who does not want to see 
cats outside his door starving. We get the 
heartbreaking messages from tearful people who 
have lost their jobs and homes and are unable to 
keep their beloved pets. We get the calls from 
people who have found a cat or kittens and don’t 
know what to do next.  We help the young girl 
who taught herself to rescue cats, get them fixed, 
and who feeds them every day now that they 
have been returned after neutering.  We are 
fortunate that many of those we help want to give 
back and support our TNR projects. Very few 
people can handle the financial burden of getting 
a large group of cats neutered, not to mention 
keeping them from starving when they are 
returned.  We can help with that too. 
 
Everyone in Ventura County deserves to live in a 
community that is healthy and humane.  This 
means that anywhere there are homeless, 
hungry, growing numbers of cats, CCR needs to 
help local caring people to control those 
numbers.  We do this through a nonlethal method 
called TNR – trap, neuter, and return.  This 
approach is working and helping us make 
progress toward a day when most of the cats 
born in our County will have loving homes, and 
where fewer animals are killed in our shelters and 
streets.  We tirelessly and systematically are 
working to turn the tide of uncontrolled breeding 
of homeless felines.  We offer cat caretakers and 
other caring people expert advice and 
assistance, but since we depend primarily on 
donations, our resources are limited. 
 
The cats, of course, need your help.  Each has a 
story to tell, of a beginning in a garage or alley, 

living off the contents of a trash dumpster or 
handouts from fast-food patrons before a kindly 
person happens upon them, and calls CCR.  You 
have probably read some of their stories (and a 
few happy endings) in this newsletter.  Our 
volunteers also need – and deserve – your 
support.  We want to continue to fund our 
ongoing and also start some new TNR projects 
across the county.  We are turning to you for help 
so that our volunteer teams need not wait to raise 
funds for each project before knowing they can 
complete the work.   
 
We would also like to expand our new Adoption 
Center’s hours so that that more cats have the 
opportunity to be seen and adopted.  To do that, 
we will need a few more volunteers willing and 
able to regularly dedicate just a few hours a week 
to a good cause.  We are counting on income 
from our thrift store in the adoption center to pay 
the rent and utilities and eventually also help fund 
expanded rescue efforts. 
 
I hope this has helped you to see that when CCR 
is involved in helping cats, we also end up 
helping people too.  Will you join us in helping our 
neighbors address cat population needs?  Many, 
many cats, and some people too, are waiting for 
your answer. 
 
Best Wishes for a very Meowy Christmas and a 
Purrfectly wonderful 2010! 
 
Happy Holidays, 
 

All the volunteers and 
foster families of Cats 
Cradle Rescue 
 
 
 
  



Our Happy Endings! 
Reunited and it feels so good!  

Shared by Loretta and Jessica Altman-Pollack   
 
In February 2008 Sarah (her real name was Pooch), got 
out of her family's yard because of some fireworks which 
scared her. Just before she disappeared, her family 
unfortunately lost their house so Pooch had been living with 
Grandma in Oxnard. Because her condition when we found 
her, what the real family told us and where she was 
eventually found (and rescued!) up; we have a pretty good 
idea of what happened to her. 
 
 She was found wandering Oxnard, some Pit Bull fighting 
humans snatched her up and took her up to Ventura Ave 
off the 33, where unfortunately there are "Pits". They most 
likely used her as a bait dog, which is where she got a LOT 
of her scarring and aggressive behavior towards other dogs 
(she never was aggressive before). These people must 
have let her go, or she escaped, because a disturbed 
teenager found her wondering, picked her up, chained her 
in their backyard (which happens to be right across the 
street from us). There was a thunderstorm one night and 
she was found in our yard when we came home, Aug 14th 
2008 (which we found out was her 6th birthday). 
 
 She must have been in these "Pits" and wandering the 
streets for several months before us. We had her 
advertised on the “dogs for adoption website, 
http://brittanyfoundation.homestead.com/ and I also brought her to 
go training with me at Petco almost every Saturday, so she 
would warm up to dogs and learn to socialize normally 
again.  This helped immensely and before long she was 
getting much friendlier with other dogs. She was always a 
human doggie, so she melted in your arms when you went 
to love her up, always giving two paws (her little 
trademark), along with climbing trees and digging little 
holes with her pink nose. 
 
Well, only about a week into January 2009, I received a call 
from her family, and I asked them to describe her. This 
produced a very detailed and loving description that went 
above and beyond what I had posted on the Brittany site. 
The father was on the phone with me, and said “They 
would never give up in looking for their family member.”  He 
began to cry towards the end of the conversation with tears 
of joy. They arranged to come meet me and Sarah 
(Pooch), and the moment they walked in, the re-connection 
was made; she ran to them when they called her, Pooch 
and family crying and loving each other.  After a yearlong 
separation Pooch and her family where reunited and she 
could return home! Tears were shed all around, as the Cats 
Cradle Rescue Team and some Petco staff shared the joy 
of the reunion. The family immediately bought her brand 
new pink collar and leash for the lady she is. We miss and 
love her, but know she is exactly where she should be.  We 
also want to thank Linda's Claws and Paws for sponsoring 
Sarah with some very expensive high quality food she first 
arrived. Linda’s Claws and Paws also sponsors all the 
doggies I rescue and provides a gift certificate for the new 
families. 

 

Foster Kitten Finds Forever Home! 
Shared by Darryl Koster 

 
 
I just wanted you to know how happy we are with our cat 
Lily. We started out by fostering her and her sister Foxy, 
and fell in love with both of them. We decided to keep Lily 
after Foxy was adopted. 
  
Lily is probably the coolest cat that we've had in our family. 
She cuddles with everyone including our other cat, and is 
very vocal. She's a year old now and still acts and looks 
like a kitten. Here's a picture of her on one of my speakers. 
 
  

 

Elbee 
Shared by Chanta 

He is really doing 
wonderfully.  He has 
such a beautiful 
coat.  I have 
attached a picture 
from a couple of 
days ago.  He sleeps 
with me every night.  
We have already 
grown very close.  
He loves playing with 
my other kitten and 
he is respectful to 
my older cat.  He 
isn't cuddling with 
him, though. 
  

I have come to accept the fact that I will never find another 
cat for my old guy to cuddle with like he did with his buddy 
who passed away.  It's sad, but I guess that's life, right?  I 
think he gets a kick out of watching the kittens wrestle and 
run around, just as long as they don't try to bring him into 
it.   
  



 
This is Millie.  She is one of five kitties from Gina’s very 
first litter of 2009.  Rescued at 2 days old with her feral 
mom, all five babies turned out to be wonderful and very 
sweet.  All five were adopted to wonderful homes.  
Melinda, Millie’s new mom, says “We adore her! One of 
the balls is in mid air, the rest are on the floor.  She is 
probably the most playful kitten I've ever seen. Of course, 
we have a huge assortment of toys for her to choose from.  
And she plays with every one of them! ” 

Please Become Another Happy 
Ending!  Adopt a Cat or Kitten! 
 

 
 
 

  

I saved a Human Today! 
 

As she stopped at my cage, I blocked her view from a little mess I 
had in the back of my cage.  I didn't want her to know that I 
hadn't had my litter box cleaned today.  Sometimes the shelter 
keepers get too busy and I didn't want her to think poorly of them. 
 
As she read my kennel card, I hoped that she wouldn't feel sad 
about my past.  I only have the future to look forward to and want 
to make a difference in someone's life. 
 
She got down on her knees and made little kissy sounds at me.  I 
shoved my shoulder and side of my head up against the bars to 
comfort her. Gentle fingertips caressed my neck; she was 
desperate for companionship. 
 
A tear fell down her cheek and I raised my paw to assure her that 
all would be well.  Soon my cage door opened and her smile was so 
bright that I instantly jumped into her arms.  I would promise to 
keep her safe.  I would promise to always be by her side. I would 
promise to do everything I could to see that radiant smile and 
sparkle in her eyes.  I was so fortunate that she came down my 
corridor.  
  
 So many more are out there who haven't walked the corridors.  
So many more to be saved.  At least I could save one. 
 
I rescued a human today.  
                                                                        -Author Unknown 
 

                      (Promise)        MY PROMISE               Shared by Gina Brenner 
 

It was 8:00 on a cool winter’s eve when I got the distress call.  “Gina, I just can’t keep this cat any longer.  He’s getting too big 
and he needs more room to roam.  Can you please help me?  The caller was an indigent woman named Catherine who lived 
in her van with her two large dogs, her domestic cat, and a beautiful rambunctious orange and white tabby male rescue kitty 
which she named “Promise.” 
 

Promise entered Catherine’s life at 12 weeks old, trapped at an unsavory feeding site in El Rio.  She heard his siblings had 
been killed already and didn’t want his fate to end up the same.  He had to live in a cage part-time while she was 
domesticating him inside the van, but knew, ultimately, she had to find him a permanent home…one where he could stretch 
and play and develop into a normal well-adjusted kitten.  Promise was now seven months old and she sounded so desperate.   
I left immediately to go and pick him up. 
 

Promise’s future was now in my hands. When I got him home, I made him a promise.  “I promise to love you and find you the 
best forever home I can”, I said.   Upon taking him out of his carrier, I observed he was shy, but not aggressive or mean.  I 
somehow just knew that lots of love, attention and patience would be the best prescription for him.   
 
With a steady diet of love, patience and security, I proved my prescription right.  Promise (now 15 months old) has transformed 
into a gentle and loving companion. He has brought my family much joy and happiness and he’s ready now for his forever 
home.  He has learned to trust and although a little shy still, is friendly and outgoing.  Promise is extremely playful, sleeps in 
bed with you, loves other kitties and will surprise you with his desire for affection.  If you can offer a calm, attentive and loving 
home to a wonderful and beautiful cat, please consider making your own promise to “Promise.”  You will not regret it! 
 

For more information about this special cat, please contact Gina at 805-312-4983 and help her keep her promise to Promise! 



1001 Kitten stories:   
 

Kitten Story #14 (shared by Gina Brenner) 
One of our first CCR 
rescue kitties in 2009 was 
a beautiful long haired 
orange tabby about 6-8 
months old.  He was 
hanging around the edges 
of a local cat colony and 
when he was trapped by 
Gina, our tireless TNR 
Coordinator, she soon 
realized that he was 
friendly rather than 
frightened and asked 
another volunteer to foster 
him for adoption.  She 
named him Dijon since he 

was sort of mustard colored and was quite an elegant 
looking kitten.  Her resident cats were obviously NOT 
thrilled at having him in the house and let him know 
immediately.  He responded by flopping down on one 
side and not acting the least bit frightened or 
intimidated by their actions. 
 

He had a few matts in his beautiful soft fur and wasn’t 
very happy about getting them brushed or cut away, 
but slowly he became comfortable with the routine of 
the house and the other animals.  He had a very slight 
limp which didn’t slow him down at all, but he loved to 
be picked up and held like a fluffy baby. 
 
He eventually found a loving home with a Ventura 
family who continue to give him the love and attention 
that he deserves. 
 
Kitten Story #15 (shared by Georgetta Brickey 

 
Eight kittens were born to a feral momcat who hid them in a 
tool storage shed at the Barber Ford dealership in Ventura 
in ???????.  We think they were only a few days old on the 
Friday afternoon when the tool shed door was closed and 
locked for the weekend.  Unfortunately for the kittens, mom 
cat wasn’t with them when the Barber employee closed and 
locked the door – not realizing they were inside.  Momcat 
tried her best to reach them, but nobody realized what had 

happened until early the following Monday morning.  Tony, 
the Service Manager (and cat lover) called us as they 
began to discover and collect the tiny cold and hungry 
kittens in the dusty corners of the shed.  
 
By the time Georgetta was called, 5 kittens had been found 
and a Cats Cradle volunteer was urgently needed to get 
them warmed and fed.  Mom cat had disappeared and by 
the time Georgetta arrived at the dealership with warm 
blankets in a carrier, the kitten count was up to EIGHT!  
The kind employees generously donated some cash 
toward the care and feeding of the litter and Georgetta 
departed with her new charges.   
 
None of the kittens weighed more than 4 ounces and it was 
hard to tell what color they all were since momcat hadn’t 
been around to clean them and they had all rolled around 
in dust looking for her all weekend.  They all had to be 
warmed up then tubefed  a few milliliters of formula with a 
tiny gastric tube since they were too weak to suck and they 
needed to catch up on about 2+ days of nutrition.  
 
They all bounced back after just one tubefeeding session 
and were able to start suckling a tiny kitten bottle after a 
few hours of warmth and recuperation.  Kathy Kealy, a 
SPAN (Spay and Neuter, a local non-profit) volunteer, 
“borrowed” them several times to try to lure momcat into a 
cage so they could be reunited with her and she could 
nurse and take care of her litter, but momcat was nowhere 
to be found.   

 
Georgetta ended up raising the whole litter on goatsmilk 
“glop” mixed with commercial kitten milk replacer along with 
2 other tiny kittens of the same age who had also lost their 
mom (and their 2 siblings).  The litter was named for 8 
different Ford vehicle models – old and new – Mustang, 
Maverick, Pinto, Focus, Flex, Fusion, Ranger, and  
Explorer. 
 
Things got pretty WILD for a while around our house with 
ten playful kittens underfoot plus 3 adult cats, but all but 
one of the ten have found new loving homes.  
 

In Loving Memory… 
 

Baby (1991-2001) 18 years old – Baby came into 
foster care with her five 4-week old kittens at the age 
of 14!  She was thought to be sterile and it came as 
quite a surprise when she gave birth!  She survived 
mammary gland cancer last year but succumbed 
quietly this November.  This gentle sweet girl will be 
missed.  



As always, we would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the organizations that helped us immensely in 
our rescue efforts again this year.   
 

 The PETCO Store in Camarillo, who generously provides space and support for our weekend 
adoptions and rescue operations.  www.petco.com. 

 

 Dr. Chong, DVM and her friendly assistants in Camarillo who work tirelessly to heal the sick and 
injured cats and kittens we encounter in rescue. 
 

 The helpful staff of The Animal Doctor Veterinary Clinic at the corner of Telephone and Petit in 
the Ralphs Plaza in east Ventura who have offered a free well-cat vet visit for CCR cats or CCR 
kittens adopted May 1, 2009 or later. 
 

 The friendly folks at The Cat Doctor at the corner of Telephone and Market Street in Ventura who 
have offered a free well-cat vet visit for adopted CCR cats and kittens. 

 

 The caring staff of the Mercy Crusade Low Cost Spay and Neuter Clinic at the corner of Vineyard 
and Oxnard Blvd. in Oxnard where almost all of our cats & kittens receive their spay or neuter 
operations. 

These Two Cats are looking for 
“Happy Endings” Too! 

 

Darth Vader was recently photographed for an 
article about CCR published in the Star.  Check out his 
photo at http://www.vcstar.com/photos/2009/nov/16/80024/  
Darth was adopted as a kitten and recently returned to CCR 
when his family had to leave California and could not take 
him along.  Darth is a very loving and calm cat.  He was 
quite ill as a kitten and as a result has some permanent 
damage to his eyes.  He needs to have some special 
medication in his food each day and have his face washed 
once or twice a day too.  He is looking for his forever home 
and will be a wonderful cat for someone someday. 

 
Hugo is an 
older FIV positive 
cat.  He is 
currently very 
healthy (and very 
very sweet), but 
since his immune 
system is 
somewhat fragile, 
we would like to 
find him a home 

where he can be loved as an only cat (dogs are okay) or a 
home where another FIV positive cat lives already.  You can 
see his photo online at Petfinder.com 
http://www.petfinder.com/petnote/displaypet.cgi?petid=13636956   
For more information on adopting an FIV positive cat, 
check out the Best Friends website at this link. 

http://www.bestfriends.org/theanimals/petcare/cats_FIV.cfm . 
 
 

 

 

Check out our webpage! 
 
Please check out our newsletters online in COLOR 
http://www.catscradlerescue.org/index_files/Page805.htm  
 
With the cost of printing and postage increasing every 
year, we are working hard to use email/web delivery 
for newsletters so we can use those $$ for rescue 
instead of for paper, ink, and postage. 
 
If you truly enjoy reading our newsletter and need to 
receive a hard copy of the newsletter, please let our 
editor know.  If you would prefer to receive it via email, 
please let us know and share an email address with 
us.  We promise not to sell, loan, or share email 
lists with any other organization.   
 
Please email our editor at 
Editor@catscradlerescue.org, or send a note to Cats 
Cradle Rescue, P.O. Box 5774, Oxnard, CA 93031.   
 
You can also call and leave a message at (805) 485-
8811, or just check the box of your choice on the 
enclosed donation coupon and mail it back with your 
donation.  Any money we save on printing and 
postage goes directly to our feline friends and please 
keep in mind that every $.44 stamp = a can of cat 
food! 
 

We are now offering advertising space to individuals 
and companies who would like to purchase small (only 
$25.00 for a business card-sized and we can scan the 
card for you!) in our next issue.    
 

Please call 485-8811 or email phyllis@catscradle.org 
if you are interested in purchasing ad space in the  
Spring or Holiday issues.    
 

Thank You for Your Support!



  
 
Our Adoption Events - Please share this info! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camarillo PETCO 
177 West Ventura Boulevard  
(Las Posas exit, across from 

Target) 
805-384-5435 

 
Saturdays & most Sundays,  

12-4 pm 
(except holidays) 

Cats Cradle Rescue Adoption Center & Thrift Shop 
 

Please come and visit our brand new facility at 4160 Market Street, 
Unit #10, Ventura (the corner of Donlon and Market Street – one 

block past the DMV Office on the same side of the street)  
 

Saturdays & most Sundays, 11-5 pm  (except holidays) 

       Yes, I would like to make a donation to Cats Cradle Rescue in the amount of: 
 
 

___  $10   ______________________________ ___________________________________ 
___  $25    Name              Email   
___  $50   ________________________________   (        )__________________   
___  $100   Address            Telephone  
___  Other  $__________ ________________________________ 
    City, State, Zip Code 
 

Please direct my donation to       The Feral Food Fund         The Louie Fund    
I prefer to receive my newsletter:   
   US Mail     view online      via email _____________________________________ 
 Please check one box   Email address – please print clearly 
Then clip and mail your tax-deductible donation to:   
Cats Cradle Rescue, P.O. Box 5774, Oxnard, CA 93031                      Thank You 
                                                        For Saving a Life! 
We are an all-volunteer non-profit 501c3 organization.  EIN: 77-0552733 

CCR Statistics 
 

Almost 300 cats 
and kittens adopted 
to loving homes by 

November 2009. 
 

Over 600 cats and 
kittens spayed or 
neutered in 2009. 

 

Approximately 40 
dedicated CCR 

Volunteers 



              Cats Cradle Rescue 
           P.O. Box 5774 
           Oxnard, CA  93031 
 
 
 
 

Can You Help? 
 

Any donation, large or small, helps our all-volunteer group provide food, 
veterinary care, spay and neuter programs, vaccinations, and emergency care 
for Cats Cradle cats and kittens.  All donations are tax deductible, and will be 
acknowledged.  100% of what you donate goes directly to benefit our rescued 

cats and kittens. 
 

Our Wish List: 
 

Cat & Kitten Food – always needed! 
Cat care items (scratchers, carriers, beds, towels, blankets, etc.) 

Financial Support (every dollar and cent helps!) 
Safe sites for feral cats to call home 

Foster homes for cats/kittens until “forever” homes are found 
Volunteers to help with: 

Adoptions (staffing, set-up, take-down) 
Transportation (to and from vet clinics) 

Temporary care for rescued cats and kittens 
 

Please bring any items you wish to donate to an adoption site (see inside 
newsletter for adoption schedules) or send your financial support to 

Cats Cradle Rescue, P.O. Box 5774, Oxnard, CA  93031 
Website:  http://www.catscradlerescue.org/ 

(805) 485-8811 

President: 
Phyllis Berger 
 

Treasurer: 
Debra Polk 
 

Secretary: 
Jennifer Barrett 
 

Board Members: 
Monica Harrer 
Sharon Stover 
 

Webmaster: 
Deanna Scott 
 

TNR Coordinator: 
Gina Brenner 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Georgetta Brickey 
Editor@catscradlerescue.org 

 


