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   Website:  http://www.catscradlerescue.org/  
Summer is here and the sun is warm and 
unspayed mother cats all over Ventura County 
are delivering their 2nd and 3rd litters of the 2007 
“Kitten Season”.  Your local Cats Cradle 
Rescue  volunteers are doing their best to save 
abandoned kittens and cats from death by car, 
coyote, hawk, raccoon, disease, and starvation, 
but there are many more needy cats and kittens 
out there than there are Cats Cradle  volunteers. 
 

In 2006 we were able to find forever homes for 
505 cats and kittens and 116 more through June 
of this year!  We still have lots of kittens and cats 
in our foster homes so if you have room for a 
new family member or know of someone who 
does, visit an adoption – take home a new 
friend! 
  
As always, we are looking to you and the other 
wonderful people who care about giving animals 
healthy, safe lives in loving permanent homes, 
for help.  Your tax deductible donations of cash, 
time, and items such as cat food and care items 
mean the difference between life and a 
miserable death for many local cats and kittens.  
Our Cats Cradle  Volunteers open their homes 
to abandoned and unwanted cats and kittens 
who need help now, not “tomorrow”, not “next 
week”, not “later when I have more free time”.  
These animals usually can’t wait until “later.”  To 
them, later means never and “never” may mean 
death. 
 

If you can’t make a cash donation, please 
consider volunteering!  Volunteers have many 
options.  If you can’t foster a homeless cat or 
kitten, help out by staffing an adoption site for a 
few hours once a month, helping to fold and mail 
a Cats Cradle  newsletter, buying a small bag or 
can of food or kitty litter and bringing it to one of 
our adoption sites, or just sharing the 
information in this newsletter with friends, family, 
or co-workers who have a couple of extra hours 
a month or who are looking for a cat or kitten. 

If you are interested in fostering a cat or kitten, 
please talk to us, either at an adoption or by 
emailing us at adoptions@catscradlerescue.org 
or by calling us.  You have a choice in the type 
of cat  you foster (age, sex, health – a few of our 
cats/kittens are disabled due to an injury or 
health problem and might need a bit of special 
care).  If you don’t think you know enough about 
cat care, ask!  We have several volunteers who 
are very knowledgeable about cats and can 
answer your questions and provide support if 
you have any problems.  Cats Cradle Rescue 
provides food, litter, basic equipment, and 
veterinary care for the cats or kittens fostered.  
 

The rewards of fostering are many – that warm 
feeling you get when you know you have done 
something good in the world – the happy face of 
a child (or adult) holding his or her newly 
adopted cat or kitten, the knowledge that you 
probably saved this animal from a horribly 
miserable life or even death, getting to have a 
sweet cat or a couple of kittens in your lap in the 
evenings, even though you know you will be 
giving him/her/them up to a new loving home 
soon.  One of our volunteers who fosters the 
youngest kittens thought she would never be 
able to have a cat after her marriage, since her 
husband is allergic to cats.  She discovered 
(after 15 years of catlessness) that he WASN’T 
allergic to young kittens so she now fosters 2 
day olds to 4 month old kittens and he hasn’t 
had any problems!!   
 

Please email us at adoptions@catscradlerescue.org 
or call us or stop in one day at an adoption if you 
can help.  Adoption dates and times are listed in 
this newsletter or you can call (805) 485-8811 
for a recorded message about our adoptions.  
We also list our available cats and some kittens 
on Petfinders.com. 
 

Thank you so much for your generous help 
in the past and we look forward to hearing 
from you or seeing you at an adoption soon!!
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How to Choose Safe Pet Food 
Dr. Karen Halligan explains which ingredients 
pet owners should look out for and avoid, and 
steps to insure you are buying safe food. 
�  What is wheat gluten?  

Gluten is a glycoprotein that's found in 
wheat, oat and barley. It's used to thicken, 
and to make gravy in wet food. It may also 
be used in dry food as part of a protein 
supplement or a carbohydrate source. 

�  How to pick a good pet food  
You want to pick a pet food that conforms 
to minimal AAFCO (Association of 
American Feed Control Officials) standards 
because AAFCO officials strictly regulate 
pet food. 

�  You want to pick pet foods that have 
good sources of animal protein.  If you 
look at the ingredient list, it is listed in 
descending order by amount — just like 
humans. So the first two or three 
ingredients should be some type of animal 
protein — chicken, beef, fish, lamb, beef or 
turkey. They shouldn't be vegetable, wheat 
or grain, or animal by-products. 

�  Also, the pet food — can or bag — should 
have an expiration date.  And it should 
have a phone number and/or Web site, so 
you can call the company and ask 
questions. These are the things that are 
going to be on high-quality pet foods. You 
also want to look for natural preservatives, 
like vitamin C or vitamin E, and stay away 
from chemical preservatives. Ethoxyquine 
is one that they used years back that was 

determined to be a carcinogenic, and are 
no longer using.  

�  Avoid generic-label or store-label 
brands  because the food is probably from 
bulk suppliers. Don't pick products that 
have unidentified meat or bone meal. It's 
got to specify the protein(i.e. chicken, 
turkey, salmon).  

�  Avoid preservatives that are 
controversial:  BHT, ethoxyquine, BHA 
and propolyneglycol. Those are things you 
don't want to see on the label. 

�  Key points  
Make sure there are no wheat or wheat 
gluten products in your pet food, and 
monitor your pet's behavior to be sure your 
pet is well. 

 
Avoid these ingredients!  

·  Wheat or wheat gluten  
·  BHT  
·  Ethoxyquine  
·  BHA  
·  Propylene glycol  

 
How to pick safe food  

·  Read ingredient labels  
·  Find AAFCO stamp  
·  Check expiration date  
·  Get contact information   

 

This information was found at 
http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/17931076/?GT1=9
246 and slightly edited for length.

 

Can you help us out?  (it won’t cost anything except a moment of your tim e!) 
With the cost of printing and postage increasing every year, we would like to trim our newsletter budget to 
allocate more $$$ to rescue.  Our brand new newsletter editor also maintains our newsletter and donation 
databases.   
 

So, if you want to continue to receive a hard copy of the newsletter, please let her know.  If you would prefer 
to view it online (with color photos!) or receive it via email, please let us know too and share an email 
address with us.  We promise not to sell, loan, or share email lists with any other organization.   Please 
email our editor at Editor@catscradlerescue.org, or send a note to Cats Cradle Rescue, P.O. Box 5774, 
Oxnard, CA 93031.  You can also call and leave a message at (805) 485-8811, or just check the box of your 
choice on the enclosed donation coupon and mail it back with your donation.  Any money we save on 
printing and postage goes directly to our feline friends and please keep in mind that every $.41 stamp = a 
can of cat food! 
 

We are now offering advertising space to individuals and companies who would like to purchase small (only 
$25.00 for a business card/camera ready ad!) or larger advertisements  
in our next issue.   Please call 485-8811 or email phyllis@catscradle.org 
if you are interested in purchasing ad space in the Fall or Winter issues.         



 
Adoption Events (please share with a friend… or 2 or  10 friends):  

Camarillo PETCO  
177 West Ventura Boulevard 

(Las Posas Exit, South side of Hwy 101) 
contact Sharon @ 487-2702 

Ventura PETCO  
4300 East Main St. 

(Next to Kinko's) 
contact Phyllis @ 649-6913 

Saturdays, 12-4 pm Saturdays, 12-4 pm 

 

1001 Kitten stories:   
Kitten Story #1   
Picabo was only 2 weeks old when she was dumped in the Oxnard Albertson’s parking lot in a cardboard box, suffering 
from severe eye infections and an upper respiratory virus.  She was tiny, less than 7 oz and both eyes were sealed 
completely shut and bulging with infection.  She spent the next 2 weeks in a Cats Cradle foster home’s bathroom getting 
antibiotics, lots of steam from a vaporizer and being checked on, eyes cleaned and drained, and bottle fed every couple of 
hours.  She had to go to our vet at least 3 times over 2 months to be able to keep her sight (we thought she might end up 
blind in both eyes) The happy ending to the story is that she has recovered almost completely; has perfect vision in her 
right eye and almost 100 % vision in her left eye.  The infection caused her inner eyelid to partially fuse so it looks a bit 
odd, but she sees quite well.  We are in the process of looking for a very special home for her since she has a slight 
drainage from both eyes that may be permanent and needs to have her face washed once a day and have a family who 
makes sure she receives special care. 
 

Kitten Story #2  
Gus and Zeus aren’t kittens; they are two adult cats who were abandoned in an aisle next to the area in the Camarillo 
PETCO where Cats Cradle Rescue volunteers hold bi-weekly adoptions.  Their former owners stuffed them into dirty 
carriers that were too small, taped notes to the carriers with their names and ages, saying they couldn’t keep them 
anymore and sneaked them into the store, dumping them in the adjacent aisle where we were sure to discover them 
eventually, then scuttled away without having the decency or the integrity to let us know the cats were there. Gus is a 5 
year old, brown and white tabby - he's just a big old goofy love, a real cuddle muffin. Zeus is a 6 year old Domestic 
Shorthaired Tuxedo, long-legged, slender, a runway model in a previous life!  He has a grumpy side except when there's 
food available. Then he stands on his hind legs to beg with his front (de-clawed) paws.  The former owners (I hesitate to 
say “family” –true families don’t torture and abandon family members) did go to the “trouble” of getting both boys neutered 
and for some unknown reason mutilated Zeus’ front paws by having him de-clawed – the de-clawing probably triggering 
the “attitude” he tends to show to new acquaintances – perhaps he knows he is unarmed or maybe his stumps still hurt!  
Gus and Zeus are currently looking for new loving homes and they certainly deserve better ones this time around. 

____ Yes, I would like to make a donation to Cats C radle Rescue in the amount of:  
 
___  $10    ________________________________ 
___  $25     Name 
___  $50    ________________________________   
___  $100    Address 
___  Other  $__________  ________________________________ 
     City, State, Zip Code 

I prefer to receive my newsletter:   
��� �   US Mail   ��� �  view online    ��� �  via email _______________________________ 
 Please check one box     Email address – please print clearly 

Please clip and mail your tax-deductible donation to:   
Cats Cradle Rescue, P.O. Box 5774, Oxnard, CA 93031     
                  Thank You 
We are a non-profit 501c3 organization.  EIN: 77-0552733                                   for Saving a Life ! 

Note:  More articles, messages from you, and lots of photos (including 
Goldie, Picabo, Gus, and Zeus!) will soon be appearing on our website too! 



Cats Cradle Rescue 
P.O. Box 5774 
Oxnard, CA  93031 
 
 
 

President:  
Phyllis Berger 
 

Treasurer: 
Debra Polk 
 

Secretary: 
Jennifer Barrett 
 

Board Members: 
Monica Harrer 
Sharon Stover 
 

Webmaster: 
Deanna Scott 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Georgetta Brickey 
Editor@catscradlerescue.org 

Can You Help? 
 

Any donation, large or small, helps our all-volunteer group provide food, 
veterinary care, spay and neuter programs, vaccinations, and emergency 
care for Cats Cradle  cats and kittens.  All donations are tax deductible, 
and will be acknowledged.  100% of what you donate goes directly to 
benefit our rescued cats. 
 

Our Wish List: 
 

Cat & Kitten Food – always needed! 
Cat care items  (scratchers, carriers, 

beds, towels, blankets, etc.) 
Financial Support (every dollar and cent helps!) 

Safe sites  for feral cats to call home 
Foster homes  for cats/kittens until “forever” home are found 

 
Volunteers to help with:  

Adoptions (staffing, set-up, take-down) 
Transportation (to and from vet clinics) 

Temporary care for rescued cats and kittens 
 

Please bring any items you wish to donate to an adoption site (see inside 
newsletter for adoption schedules) or send your financial support to 

Cats Cradle Rescue, P.O. Box 5774, Oxnard, CA  9303 1 
Website:  http://www.catscradlerescue.org/  

(805) 485-8811 


